
Geography – Oceans, Seas and 
Coasts

L1 - An ocean is a large area of salty 
water that separates different parts of 
land. A sea is a smaller part of an ocean. 
The names of the oceans and seas are….

Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian 
Ocean, Southern Ocean, Arctic Ocean, 
North Sea, Mediterranean Sea, Red Sea. 
These seas and oceans will be different in 
terms of their temperatures and the 
plants and animals that can survive in 
them. 

L2 - There are many different physical features 
linked to the oceans, seas and the coast. For 
example: beaches, cliffs, and sand dunes. 

There ae many different human features linked 
to the oceans seas and coasts. For example: 
harbours, ports, light houses, tourist attractions, 
promenades and fisheries. 

L3 - Over time, the waves in the sea wear 
away at beaches and cliffs and break them 
apart into smaller pieces of rock, mud and 
sand. This changes the shape of the coast. 
This is called erosion.

The pieces of rock, mud and sand can be 
moved by the waves to new areas creating 
new beaches and cliffs.

Erosion takes place over a long period of 
time but can damage people’s houses and 
property if they are close to the sea.

L4 - Many coastal areas are popular with tourists, 
visitors and people going on holiday. They can use 
oceans, seas and beaches for fun and usually visit in 
the summer.

Tourists and visitors bring money and create jobs in 
coastal areas. However, they are often much quieter 
in colder parts of the year.

L5 - There are some jobs that people 
only really do in coastal areas. For 
example, the coast guard is one of the 
emergency services that rescue people 
who are in danger in the water. 
Fishermen are people who go out to sea 
to catch fish for people to eat.



Ocean - An ocean is a huge body of salt water. 

Coast – An area where the sea and land meet. They are known as shores and 
seasides.

Physical features – are seas, mountains and rivers, and would be here even if 
there were no people around. 

Human features – are things like houses, roads and bridges. They have been 
built by people.

Environment – The natural world that animals and plants live in.

Erosion - when things like water, wind, or ice wear away or break off pieces of 
land, and then carry them to new places.
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