
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is officially celebrated 
in January near to his birthday on 15th January 
1929.
Martin Luther King Jr. (January 15, 1929 – April 4, 
1968) was an American Christian minister who was 
a leader in the Civil Rights Movement in America 
from 1955 until his assassination in 1968.



That piece of music was a famous song called ‘A change is 

gonna come’. In 1950’s and 1960’s America black people were 

treated differently to white people. It tells of a time in the USA 

when many people didn’t agree and wanted the law changed so 

that black people would be treated the same as white people. 

We might find this a difficult thing to understand nowadays, 

when we know that all people are equally valuable and when 

we get angry about discrimination of any sort. However, this 

was a huge problem in the past.
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Martin Luther King Day in 
America celebrates the life of 
the remarkable leader of the 
Civil Rights Movement and 
his fight to change the law so 
that black and white people 
would be treated equally.



equal-rights. Noun. (plural only) The 

concept that every person is to be treated 

equally by the law.

A belief that all people are equal and 

deserve the same rights and opportunities.



This was Martin Luther King 
as a boy. He was born in 
Atlanta, Georgia, in 1929. He 
liked to play baseball and 
football, and to ride his bike. 
There were no white children 
at Martin’s school because 
the law in the USA said that 
white children could not go 
to the same school as non-
white children.



Martin was a very clever 
boy and he worked really 
hard at school. Martin 
wanted to be a minister in 
the church. He wanted to 
make the lives of black 
people better and tried to 
change things in a peaceful 
way. He did not want to get 
angry and fight. He was a 
brilliant speaker and people 
listened to what he said.



In 1963, Martin gave a famous speech 
where he talked about his dream. 
Thousands of people, black and white 
listened to him speak and agreed with him.













Martin changed people’s 
minds and new laws were 
made that were fairer to 
all people. Sadly, although 
Martin hated violence, he 
was shot dead by 
someone who didn’t 
agree with him. People all 
over the world were very 
sad. Every year his life is 
celebrated across America



Martin Luther King Day is a time 

to celebrate the life of MKL but it 

is also a reminder to everyone 

that we are all equal. 

What can we learn from Martin Luther King?

1. Dare To Dream – believe in yourself and your dreams

2. Love People – believe in the power of love not hate

3. Persevere – keep on trying – never give up

4. Educate yourself – learning is important

5. Serve People – do things for others

6. Forgive – don’t let hatred take hold of your heart

7. Stand Up For Justice – speak out for what is right

8. Have Faith – MLK was a man of great faith

9. Step out of Your Comfort Zone – think differently

10.All Things Are Possible – believe you can do 

anything


